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THE following Diſcourſe was haſtily 
drawn up for the occaſion. The requeſt of 
ſome who heard it, the miſrepreſentation it 
has ſuffered, and a hope that it may be uſeful 
in the preſent juncture of our public affairs, 
have induced the Author to commit it to the 
preſs. It has undergone only a few verbal 
alterations, or tranſpoſitions, fence the dbli- 
very, with the addition of the notes. 
Suffciently aware that a Mint ger of the 
Goſpel ought not to interfere in the politics 
of any party, he truſts that he has advanced 
nothing which can be reaſonably ſo conſtrued; 
nothing which is not properly in the line of 


his duty, and 1s not founded on the ftrifleſt 
| principles of morality and religion. He truſts 


alſo, 
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alſo, that his defire to ſupport the federal 

government, and to promote the continuance 

of national peace, will be deemed an evidence 

of that ardent love of liberty which he has 

_ always profeſſed, and which, at this n. 
ane in Dis POOR, 
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PSALM exvii.. 


| 0 Praiſe the Lord, all ye nations: : prat 72 


Bim, all de people. For bis merciful | 
| kindneſs is great towards us: and the | 
truth of the Lord endureth for ever. 


| Praiſe ye the Lord. 


Urow no occaſion, my brethren, have 


I been more perplexed about the choice of 
a ſubject. Being preſent with you all the 
time of the afflictive diſeaſe, and joining 
with you in repeated ſupplications to the 
Throne of Grace, it was natural to wiſn 


that our gratitude might be expreſſed in a 


MANNET 


- FX 
" . 


Bs, 
manner becoming our deliverance. Shall 
we, when diſtreſſed, pierce heaven with 
our cries? and ſhall we, when relieved, 
not make proper acknowled gments? The 
difficulty was increaſed by the apprehen- 
ſion that while we are called to render 
thanks for mercies, there are ſtill tokens 
of the Divine diſpleaſure toward our na- 
tion; and that this day is to be conſidered 
not only as a day of thankſgiving, but as 
a day on which to deprecate impending 
evils, and beſeech the r m,qrire of | 
:nconfiſtent with each REY and at this 
they appear to be more 8 JI | 
b od ee 00 or 0d 


5 Among the ſubjects which: have occur- 6 
red, the choice has fallen, at a late hour, 
on the pſalm juſt read. It is generally 
believed to be a prediction of the calling 
of the Gentiles, and it is quoted as ſuch 
| | by 


KF) 
by the Apoſtle; in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans.“ The Pſalmiſt excites to praiſe 
for chis great and joyful event. Some 
diſtinguith between nations and people; 
underſtanding by the one the Gentiles, and 
by the other the Fews. When the Pſalmiſt 
ſays, his merciful kindneſs is great towards 
ur, ſome ſuppoſe that the Jews are to be 
underſtood, who were choſen of God from 
all other nations, and who enjoyed ſupe- 
rior -privileges. Perhaps the interpreta- 
tion is rather to be preferred which in- 
cludes both Jews and Gentiles, who were, 
in due time, gathered into one under 
Chrift ; an event juſtly demanding their 
united and higheſt praiſe, 


But, W the Jews were a peculiar 
people, and though this pſalm has a re- 
ference to the glorious days of the Goſſ ſpel, | 
when men of all kindreds, tongues, and 

| props 


* Rom. xv. 11. 
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( 
people ſhould form one ſpiritual kingdom, 


yet we are authorized to interpret it in a 
more extenſive ſenſe. The M High 


ruleth in the kingdom of mon. IxHOVAR 
is the King of all nations; and they are 
called to humble themſelves under his 
judgments, and to acknowledge him as 
the Author of every favor which they 
enjoy. That we muſt not reſtrict the 
palm, is evident from the in variable courſe 
of the Divine government in rewarding or 
puniſhing all according to their national 
conduct; and from theſe words in the 


107th pſalm, which extend to the whole 


human race; Oh that men would pratſe the 


Lord for his goodneſs, and for his wonder fel 


Works Zo the children hs men! 55 


7 5 * * i 
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The "I then, is proper expreſſion 


of gratitude for any nation; and I fhall 


diſcuſs it with a particular reference to 
our own. Conſidering ourſelves as a Chriſ- 
e OG. - tian 


tian nation, we are moſt intimately con- 
cerned, becauſe we are a part of thoſe 
Gentiles'to whom the Goſpel is preached, 
and for Which the Pfalmiſt, with prophetic 
ſpirit; praiſed God in ſuch exalted ſtrains, 
I ſhall, frf, mention ſome things for 
which we are called to praiſe the Lord, 
or ſhow in what reſpects hs — kind- 
neſs is great. towards us; then con- 

clude with a few refleions. "Y 


: Tur is Py 3 are : judicie 
ouſly enumerated and arranged in the 
proclamation of the firſt, Magiſtrate of 
this State. A particular attention to them 
all is neither neceſſary nor poſſible. Were 
we to go back to the protection which | 
the. 455 afforded to our _— in 

& their firſt eſtabliſhments in this 
. favage- wilderneſs,” we a = | 
much matter for praiſe. It would be a 
1 to recount the difficulties, the 
B : deli- 


% 


4 = 
F The « 


(*» JF | 
defiverances, the gradual advances to po+ 
pulation and ſtrength. - The contraſt -be= 
tween what this country once was and 


what it now is, would not fail to give 


adoring views of that Providence which 
is over _ | Þ 


a - 
7 . * - 


In like manner, were we to dwell on 
the late revolution, when we became a 
ſeparate nation, the wonders which the 


Lord wrought for us muſt ſtrike the moſt 


inattentive obſerver." *e: enim nel 


18 
ILY 


© bee ak Wildom likewiſe 
which were given us to-eftabliſh govern- 
ments, and particularly our general ge- 
vernment, have been often the ſubjects of 


celebration. It ought ever to bè remem- 


bered, to the praiſe of God, that this 5 
vernment was deliberately formed a 

choſen; that it embraces the true = 
lican- 8 of W contains 


. - 


C4 ) 

| a proviſion for amendments, if experienes 
ſhall ſhow them to be neceſſary; and that 
ſince its eſtabliſhment, the flouriſhing ſitu- 
ation of our country has n proved 


its excellence. wg 


Not [ta dilate on theſe, let me ſelect Fl | 
few things which require, on this day, 2 
more attentive conſideration. TY 


_ |, FigsT, The Lord hath ! preſerved us 
from being involved in the wars. and 
other grievous calamities which at this 
moment afflict and diſtreſs many na- 
, tions.” The continuance of peace was 
mentioned on the laſt thankſgiving as a 
remarkable bleſſing; but it is a bleſſing ſo 
| ſingularly great as can never be brought 
too often to our minds, and it offers itſelf 
pow with additional reaſons of gratitude.. 


Such are the diſmal effects of w ar, that 
it 


(in N* 
it ought never to be undertaken except in 
caſes the moſt clear and urgent, in neceſ- 
ſary ſelf-defence, and when ſubmiſſion 
would entail upon us and our poſterity the 
galling yoke of oppreſſion. To engage 
for flight i injuries and affronts, is wickedly 
to hearken to the dictates of pride, and 


fooliſhly to plunge ourſelves, by this ill- Fa 


| Judged remedy, into great and laſting 
evils.* The rules which the Prince of 
Peace hath given, apply to nations as well 
as to individuals. If any man will ſue thee 
at the law, and take away thy coat, let him 
have thy cloak alſo. . Tf thy brother ſhall 
| pelt again . go and tell him his fault 
 betaween 


*I find that in ſeveral thankſgiving ſermons deliver- 
ed on February 19th, 1995, the above ſentiment, and 
many others in this diſcourſe, are ſtrongly enforced, 
« War,” lays Dr. M*Knight, “is a dreadful calamity, 
* and a nation ought never to be involved in it, but in 
6 caſes of abſolute neceſſity.” ---<* Of all wars thoſe 
0 which are inteſtine are moſt to 2 dreaded: and: de. 
ce preca 5 
7 Matt. v. 40. 


C23 ) 


| between thee and him ale. With refer 
| to nations he hath given us, in illuſtra- 
tion of a certain point, what will be ever 
found not only duty, but the ſoundeſt po- 
hey. - M bat king, ſaith he, going to war 
againſt another king, ſitteth not down fr, | 
and conſulteth, whether he be able with ten 
thouſand to meet him that cometh againſt him 
with twenty thouſand? Or elſe, while the 
other is yet a great way off, be ſendeth an 
ambaſſage, and deſireth conditions of peace. t 


* Matt. xviii. 15. 
+ Luke xiv. 31, 32. 

I Theſe precepts of our bleſſed Lord are not to be 
conſtrued as enj oining paſſive obedience and non-refiſt- 
ance, but as enjoining patience under injuries, forgive- 
neſs of them, a deſire of reconciliation, and a proper 
regard to our own ſafety. Revenge is no more allow- 
able between nations than between individuals; and, if 
by ſeeking revenge we deſtroy ourſelves, we add folly 
to wickedneſs. Juſt and beautiful are theſe words of 

Dr. Smith on the laſt thankſgiving: * Shall we, in 
« purſuing either reparation or revenge, inflict tenfold 
f* injuries on our own country? It is lawful, ſay they, 
tit is laudable to deteſt, and to nurſe in the hearts of- 

e our children, a military rage againſt a nation that has 


K. N $M 
e 
5.7 


( 


It has been propoſed long ago, that 
when nations cannot amicably compoſe 
their differences among themſelves, they 
ſhould ſubmit to the arbitration of others. 
When mankind ſhall be more influenced 
by the ſpirit of the Goſpel, we hope that 
this happy æra will commence, and which 
is fo agreeable to the principles of every. 
good republican. Then, inſtead of the 
kingly trade of butchering one another tq 
gratify diabolical paſſions, the human race 
will dwell together as brethren of the ſame 
family. 


It is certain that we have been in immi- 
: nent 


« been willing to 4 us. This maxim, 1 has: 
« thren, is contrary to the ſpirit of our holy religion. 
4 But, religion apart---be it as they will---let every 

« American have been led by his father, like Hannibal, 
« to the altar, to ſwear eternal hatred againſt the enemy 
 * of his country---ſhould he not, like Hannibal, wait 
the proper moment to avenge her wrongs? Should 
che not at leaſt be compelled by _ alone to 
age a 3 war?“ 


1 1 
nent danger of war with à nation With 
which we once ſucceſsfully contended, and 
whoſe arrogance and power are ſtill pet- 
mitted as a ſcourge to the earth. 'What- 
ever may have been the means to prevent, 
or even delay hoſtilities, we muſt ſay that 
the Lord, who formerly delivered us, 
hath been again our ſhield and defence. 
He hath ofdained peace for us. He doeth 
arcording to his will in the army of heaven; 
and among the inhabitants of" le earth; 
The hearts of kings are in bus hand, aud 
he turneth them as the rivers of water are 
ur ned, 27.6) b | 


Peace 

* Mr. Maſon, i in his fo nk fairing rivals gives an 
adden deſcription of the complicated evils of war, 
and in one place ſays, « We ſtand aſtoniſhed at the 
* precipice over which we were nearly harried--a pre 
«. cjpice that would have plunged us into evils for which 
« their, immediate authors could never haye atoned: 
nb, not though they wept in ſackcloth the remainder 
v of their lives: no, not though their heads were waters, 
«and their eyes fountains of tears tears ſtreaming in 
& perpetual ſucceſſion, and e every drop embittersd wich 


s the gall of penitence.” 
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( © 7 
Peace will be enhanced when we com- 
pare our condition with that of nations 


abroad. In Europe, what mighty armies 


are in the field! What confuſion, devaſ- 
tation, and bloodſhed ! Who, at this day, 
would leave his habitation here for the 
molt fertile ſpot in Auſtria? Who would 
exchange what is ſettled and peaceful for 
what is uncertain and mixed with the 
horrors of war? Why, are we thus dif. 
tinguiſhed? All the praiſe ; is due t ta the 


80 of nations. 


"Bk us 28 3 to remark here the 
Divine goodneſs, in making America in- 
dependent on any foreign power. Had 
ſhe remained | in ſuch a connection, the 
myſt. have neceſſarily been involved in 
great diſtreſſes. Her revenues muſt have 
been exhauſted, her coaſts deſtroyed, and 
her blood laviſhed, and all to humour the 


accurſed ambition of thoſe FW. God, in 
7 his 


* 


Ci 2 
his righteous judgment is puniſhing * 
their iniquities. How happy, that while 
with them, the battle of the warrior 1s 
with confuſed noiſe, and garments rolled in 
blood, we fit. every man unider his vine, and 
under his fig-tree; and none to make us 
efraid! How happy, if wiſdom be given 
us to remain independent; neither inter- 
fering with, nor partaking in the quarrels 
of others, and always remembering that 
as a nation we are called the AMERICAN. 
Moſt High God! make us thankful for 
the enjoyment of peace; continue it to 
us; and haſten the time when nation ſhall 
not lift up ſiword againſt —_ neither 
learn war any more! 


Gs I mention as a cauſe of 

gratitude, . the reſtoration of peace be- 
& tween us and the hoſtile Indians who 
& infeſted our borders.” Though the Lord 
hath preſerved us from foreign war, yet he 
| C hath 


6 — oh a er ary me — 
— - — 
— . 7 


('M I 


" hath permitted, for ſeveral. years, ſome ſas - 


vage tribes of the wilderneſs to lay waſte 
our infant ſettlements. . He hath granted 
them victory more than once, and left our 
citizens to periſh by their mercileſs hands. 
At length he hath inclined them to peace. 


On the laſt thankſgiving, this event was 
anticipated; it is now made ſure, and ought, | 


to {well our notes of praiſe to the King of 
nations. Only thoſe who have been ex- 
poſed to the cruelty. of the ſavage natives 


can conceive the affliction, and 80 _ 


| preciate. the. deliverance." ant, 
There! is too ! * to bediene has 


they were encouraged by thoſe who con- 


templated them as allies, in caſe of war ; ; 
but this encouragement being happily | 
withdrawn by. accommodation, the In- 
dians have the more readily hearkened to 
terms, and ſought to recline on the boſom 
of AC It is is devontly tobe wiſhed, that 
ey 


/ 


( 19 ) 


they could be brought to civilized life,” and 
that miſſionaries could be ſent to diffuſe 
among them human and divine knows 
ledge. Then would they bury the hatchet, 
and as part of the glorious Mediator's 
kingdom, join with us in finging, O praiſe 
the Lord all ye nations: praiſe him all ye 
_ profile nt EOS ee e Res. SEA? IN 


TIRDLx, Let me mention as a cauſe 
of gratitude, that the Lord hath con- 
e ſtantly favored us with fruitful ſeaſons,” 
Not only has this country never been diſ- 
treſſed with famine, but the land has yield- 
ed abundant increaſe. We have had 
a wherewith to ſupply others. This year 
God hath bleſſed the labour of the huſband- 
man; and ſuch is the variety of climate, 
and the fertility of ſoil, that we may juſtly 
adopt, in general, theſe words of the 
Pſalmiſt: Thou vijſiteſt the earth, and wa- 
tereſi it.—7, 0 ware the ridges thereof 
| | und: : 


= 
8 
* 
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abundantly ; ; thou ert! the furrows REM 
thou makeſt it ſoft with ſhowers; thou bleſſeſi 
the ſpringing thereof. Thou' crowneſt the 
year with thy goodneſs; and thy. pathsdrop 
fatneſs. They drop upon the paſtures of the 
wilderneſs ; and the little hills refoice on every 
fide. The paſtures are clothed with flocks ; 
the vallies alſo are covered over with corn: 


72 foout far Joy, rey «Jo f 7 ng. 


8 The kd wack bleſſed us 
with the civilizing light and influence 
4 of his holy Goſpel.” This. is to be 
marked as a principal thing in which Bt 

merciful kindneſs is great towards us. To 
avoid religious perſecution, our forefathers 
fled to this new. world; they carried. the 
_ Goſpel with them, and it has proſpered 
ever ſince. Liberty, as to articles of belief 
and modes of worſhip, has been always 
allowed; and ſince our happy revolution, 

* Pſalmlxy, 9---13, 


G 
this has been peculiarly the caſe. The 
unchriſtian intolerance which ſome were 
diſpoſed to aſſume, from their connection 
with eſtablithed churches abfoad, has been 
deſtroyed, and all put upon the ſame foun- 
dation. No preference, no ſuperiority is 
admiſſible, but what ariſes from learning, 
piety, and zeal. Here, and here only, 
has truth an equal advantage with error, 
_ _ an an nee W Bo 
i Not t to an on the effect which t the 
| Goſpel has in civilizing a people, correct- 
ing their morals, and making them good 
citizens, of what avail would all temporal 
advantages be ſeparated from the hope of 
a bleſſed immortality hereafter ? Does the 
Chriſtian religion afford the' beſt rules for 
human conduct? and does it beſides reveal 
to us the way in which our guilt can be 
pardoned, and our depravity removed? 
Are we favored with this, while others 


are 


( 22 ) 


are buried in ſuperſtition / or idolatry? 
What an unſpeakable privilege !| What 
cauſe of praiſe to the dee eber, Father 
„ e HR eee differ! fy 05 
5 W is true; ain: ah flood oy f infidelity 
which has overwhelmed part of Europe, 
has, in ſome meaſure, affected us; but, 
as a nation, we have not caſt off the pro- 
feſſion of the Chriſtian religion. The or- 
dinances of the Goſpel are enjoyed and 
attended. O that God would make us 
thankfal for this diſtinguiſhing favor! that 
he would deſtroy error and deluſion, and 
| copiouſly pour out e us his 1 _ 

. end | 
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| n Fab td 58 We in his 
merciful kindneſs, removed the ſickneſs 
which has been ſo ©* fatal to the lives of 
< many in our principal city, and in ſun - 
dry places of this and other ſtates. This 


1 „ 

has been reſerved for the laſt particular, 
of our ſolemn thankſgiving, eſpecially at 
ſo early a day. From the extent of the 


mortal diſcaſe, and the alarms and em- 


barraſſments which attended it, it is to be 
conſidered as a national judgment, and the 
| removal of it as a — en 


— e ns e io 
for which to praiſe the Lord. The cala- 
mity, taken in itſelf, was not of the moſt 
grievous kind, and ſuch as our fins deſery- 
ed. When David was offered his choice 
of war, famine, and-peſtilence, he choſe 
the laſt. ' Let ws, ſaid he, fall now into 
the hand of the Lord, (for. his mercies are 
great) and let me not fall into the hand of 
man. Of theſe three judgments war is 
certainly. the moſt dreadful, and. often 
brings the otheryi in its train. By the neg- 
WT, <A 29 


thus 8 up.* 


( 

lect of agriculture, and the deſolation which 
is made, a ſcarcity of proviſions is neceſ- 
ſarily produced; and in war malignant 
diſtempers are generated, ſo that it is not 
unuſual for more to periſh by theſe than 
by the ſword. Let it be added too, that 
war not only deſtroys the bodies, but has 

a moſt baneful influence on the morals of 
men. Famine and peſtilence tend to a- 
waken them to a ſenſe of their ſins, and 
diſpoſe them to receive religious impreſ- 
ſions; but war inflames wicked paſſions, 
and leads to a general corruption. This 
is lamentably the caſe in all internal dif- 
ſenſions, or what are called civil wars: 
That nation is — of God 2 18 


8 5 . We 
* 4 eee, FO faidiful do * ſhewn 


4 that the wounds. inflicted by civil war are far deeper, 


« and of more difficult cure, than any that can be receiv- 
* ed:from the hand of foreign violence. The murder- 
66 ous tempers which, in other wars, are indulged, in 

« this are wrought up to the height of fury. Reſent- 
ments are more keen, revenge more implacable, and 
* hatred more laſting,” &c. Mr. Maſon's ſermon, 


Wo ſee chen, that though God hath af. 


flicted us, yet it has not been in the ſevereſt 
way, and the way in which he is afflicting 
others. How fatal would war and convul- 
ſions be to this young country! What i im- 
prudence, not to ſay wickedneſs, to tempt 
the Lord to bring theſe upon us, when a 
little patience, and a little time, will effec- 
tually cure every political evil which we 
either feel or imagine! Can we have for- 
gotten thoſe years in which we were ba- 


niſhed from our r homes, our cities in poſſeſs 
8 ſion 


* „ War, in our preſent ſituation, particularly with 
% Europe, would be to us one of the moſt fatal cala- 
„ mities:” Dr. Smith's ſermon: : | 
Dr. Green, in his excellent ſermon, faking * our 
deliverance from the broils of the old world, ſays, 
„ Imminent was the danger, at a certain period, that 
e we ſhould become a party in theſe ſhocking conten- 
tions. But the good providence of God has warded 
off the danger. To him we owe our thanks, that 
he inſpired the Preſident of the union with wiſdom 
to diſcern, and with firmneſs, calmneſs and reſolu- 
tion, * eee the trub 
e inter: af our 9 | | 


* 


fion of an enemy, our houſes of worſhip | 
2 deſolation, our land drenched with our 
Aeareſt blood, and every thing alarm, con- 
fuſion and diſmay? Can we have forgot- 
ten the day on which peace returned, how 
we were tranſported with joy, and hymned 
the eternal King who gave us victory, and 
turned away the battle from our gates? 
We have not forgotten theſe things, for 
yeſterday we celebrated them; and may 
every returning anniverſary find America 
* the arts of * 
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. AGAIN, The fickneſs with which the 
; WR hath afflicted us, was not ſo general, 
and ſo mortal, as we had reaſon to fear. 
This city did not ſuffer i in the degree which 
a ſiſter city did a few. years ago. Here 
the diſperſion was not fo great. Here pub- 

A The dai was on — 5 elo wing the 


— of the evacuation of New-York by the 
Britiſh troops. | 
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lic worſhip on the Lord's day was regularly 
continued, beſides thoſe evenings on which 
we aſſembled to pour out our hearts to God, 
that he would . ſtay the hand of the de- 
e ſtroying angel.” Thoſe were evenings 
which ought long to be remerhbered, when 
God graciouſly admitted us near to his 
mercy-ſeat, and enabled us to order our 
cauſe. before him. Here the deaths were 
comparatively ſmall. Though we deplore 
the loſs of ſome in this congregation, and 
weep with thoſe who weep, yet we miſs 
fewer than was to have been expected. 
In common years there have been more 
bereavements, and more tokens of er 
ing ſeen among us.“ 
Pins be But, 
: 4 The moſt accurate account makes the number of 
deaths, during the ſickneſs, to be ſeven hundred and forty- 
fix, from the 26th of July till the 5th of November. 
The moſt alarming mortality was on the 25th and 26th = 
of Sevtember, when thirty- one died on each day. In 
Philadelphia, in the year 1793, there died, in the ſame 
ſpace of time, on the moſt moderate computation, 
four thoufand; and on one ſingle day the number of 
deaths amounted to one hundred and nineteen, 


G4 
But, the malady is now entirely remov- 
ed. Health is reſtored; the diſperſed have 
returned; buſineſs has revived. O Praiſe 
the Lord, all ye nations: praiſe him, all ya 
people. For his merciful kindneſs 1s great 
towards us: and the truth of the Lord en: 
dureth for ever, Praiſe ye the Lord. 


ON a review of theſe. cauſes of thankfe | 
giving, may we not, my brethren, indeed 
tay, that the Lord hath given to us a 
ce greater portion of public welfare and 
< proſperity than to any other people?” 
Look abroad, and point us to a nation 
equally favored. What would we have 
that we have not? Our governments, 
general and particular, have the moſt ex- 
cellencies, and the feweſt defects of any 
now in the world. We feel that we are 
free in our civil and religious concerns; 
that our perſons and property are ſafe from 
the la lawleſs and difobedient. Our new ſet- 
| tlements 


tlements are rapid and extenſive. The 
wilderneſs is made to bloſſom as the roſe. 
The old cities increaſe, and new ones ſpring 
up. The land yields abundance, and is 
interſected vvith ſpacious rivers for the con- 
yenience of mutual intercourſe. Our mer- 
chantmen go to the ends of the earth, and 
return laden with the richeſt treaſures. 
Schools and colleges are inſtituted in every 
quarter for the inſtruction of our youth. 
The Goſpel of the bleſſed Jeſus is con- 
ſtantly proclaimed in our ears. What 
heart ſo depraved as to deſpiſe theſe many 
and great favors? Who would not weep, 
| if ingratitude to the beneficent Donor, if 
wild ambition, or the peſtilence of party, 
ſhould, in one unhappy hour, rob us of 
all theſe enchanting proſpects? Our poli- 
tical horizon has been unclouded; the ſun 
has ſhone bright, and the gales have been 
gentle and refreſhing; but, if irregular 
paſſions be permitted to rage in our breaſts, 
1 ſoon 
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ſoon will the dawn-be overcaſt, and gather 
into darkneſs, and blackneſs, and tempeſt: 
It is ordered in Divine Providence, that 
nations ſeldom enjoy ſuch a length of proſ- 
perity as We have; and when we conſider 
the return which we have made to God, 
and the preſent aſpect of our affairs, we 
will ſee that ic becomes us to OG with | 


frembling.* 
1 


4 


"+ 4 1 "Py with infinite regret, that Giese factions 
&* are beginning to be formed. To what degree they 
. * may proceed in decompoſing and diſſolving the pre- 
« ſent harmonious ſyſtem, can be known only to God 
&« and to poſterity. But, next to ſlavery, I deprecate 
“its diſſolution as the worſt of evils. If we would 
« effectually guard againſt it, we ought to be no leſs 
* cautious of weakening the federal government, than 
« vigilant againſt the inſidious approaches of * 1 
Dr. Smith's ſermon. 

The following words of Dr. McKnight, i in his for 
mon, were very judicious and ſeaſonable, and they ap- 
ply with greater force now than when delivered: © As 
« 2 mean of ſecuring the continuance and increaſe of 
the goodneſs of God to you, let me caution you 
„ againſt the influence of faction and party. Beware 
© of the man who is artful and induſtrious in exciting 

* your prejudices, and inflaming your paſſions. Whilſt 


„ 

It would afford a 3 for a ſeaſonable 
diſcourſe, and would not. be ; improper on 
this very day, to inquire what thoſe ſins 
are with which God hath: been diſpleaſed. 
It would not be improper, becauſe our 
gratitude is never ſincere unleſs we ſcek 
rEormation; If we have ſuffered public 
judgments, there muſt be public fins which 
have occaſioned them ; for God doth not 
afflict willngly, nor grieve the children of | 


This, however, would lead to an enu- * 
meration and Aicuſſioa t too long at preſent. 
| Other- 


the public good is made the oſtenſible, pride, ambi- 
*« tion, and intereſt are generally the real motives by 
ee which the leaders of party are influenced.” 

„We muſt manifeſt our gratitude by eſteeming, and 
" ſupporting, and obeying the government under which 
e live; by ſuppreſſing in ourſelves and in others all 
d unreaſonable ſurmiſes, jealouſies, murmurs and com- 
< plaints againſt it; by rightly valuing and endeayor- 
= ing to preſerve the national peace,” &c. Dr. Green's 


ſermon. 
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Otherwiſe, I would venture to ſpeak: out 
my heart, convinced that no man need 


fear when he is ſhielded by truth, and is 
conſcious of ſceking the glory of God, and 
the beſt happineſs of men. Suffer me only 
to fay, and I beſeech you to receive it with 
affection, that the calumny and abuſe Which 

prevail, to whatever fource we trace them, 
are offenſive to the God of truth. Actions 
. the moſt difintereſted and magnanimous 


2 conſtrued i into ambitious artifice. -No- 


thing ſo ſacred, and no perſons ſo dignified 
and uſeful as not to be expoſed to ridicule 
and contempt. - The favorable reception 
which ſuch publications feem to have in 


the ene, is a ſymptom of great de- 


generacy. 


Can any of us d ws,” "OY a 
man can be, found among us who, if dif- 
poted, would dare to betray the intereſts of 


this unt y ? Thouſands of gleamy ſwords 
would 


(, 33 

' wauld leap from their ſcabbards to immo- 
late on the altar of freedom this prodigy 
of folly and wiekedneſs. Can the man 
who toiled and fought for years to ſecure 
our liberty and independence; the man 
whom unanimous ſuffrage raiſed to the firſt 
ſeat i in our new government; the man who 
| bas long ſince arrived at the ſummit of fame; 
the man who! is the admiration and envy of 
the world; the man to whom crowns and 
ſceptres would be empty baubles; 3 the man 
with whoſe virtues future hiſtorians ſhall 
blazon their page, and all generations ſhall 
wt to call bleſſed; can ſuch a man betray 
Tis. impoſſible. 'Tis too like the 
_— of miſguided zeal, of diſcontent, 
or of malevolence. Tis a tale too much 
calculated to undermine, and to bring 1 into 
difrepute all mapublican neee | 


Flattery 3 in any man, and i in any place, 


is baſe, It is baſeſt of all in a miniſter, | 
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and from the pulpit. But it G to be 
diſtinguiſhed from that juſt praiſe to which 
public and eminent ſervices are entitled; 
eſpecially when attempts are made to bring 
theie ſervices into diſreſpect. It ought to 
be diſtinguiſhed from that fupport which a 
Chriſtian people owe to their government, 15 
and with which the reputation of executive 
officers is infeparably connected. Who 
will ſerve us, if obloquy be the reward! 
Few men Have magnanimity enough to 
leave peace and independence, to encoun- 
ter cabal and faction. Few men are Capa- 
ble of conceiving the magnanimity in ex- 
7 changing the pleaſant groves z and flowers 
of warnt for thorkis and briars.® Kew 


* The böllowing is 172 3 of ha beautiful 
culogy by Dr. Smith," in his eloquerit ſermon:- L ef- 
e. teem it one of our chief mercies, and I count it one of 

the nobleſt acts of patriotiſm in him to forſake his ſe- 
eure ſituation on the ſummit of fame, to accept the 
dubious helm of government, and, for the good of his 
country, to put to riſk a reputation which hiſtory aſ- 
_ «ſured to him, untarniſhed and immortal.” Mr. Ma- 
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My brethren, 1 love liberty as well as 


5 any of you, and have now exerciſed it. 
Being of no party, and having no perſonal - 
_ Intereſt to promote, nothing but a regard 

for the honor and happineſs of the Ameri- 


can nation has, extorted theſe obſervations. 


J may be condemned by my beſt friends; 
I may be reproached by my. enemies, if 
ſuch there be; but I reply to both in the 
words of the Apoſtle; Mith me it 1s a very 


 fmall thing to be judged of man's Judgment. 
* 2. TI judgeth me is the Lords 


Max 


; bon: when edi of the fuppreſſion. of che weſtern 
inſurrection, ſays, with his uſual; accuracy and energy, 
« Above all, our eyes involuntarily faſten on THAT 


© MAN, whoſe timely application of the ſevere, but ſa- 
00 lutary diſcipline entruſted to his prudence, Was the 
« happy mean of reſtoring peace. On THAT MAN, 
« whom God hath honored to be the inſtrument of 


4 countleſs bleflings to this land; whoſe name will live, 


« and whoſe memory will be revered, when the blight- 
ing eye of malignity is ſealed up in darkneſs; and the 


tongue of calumny fettered with the irons of death.” 
* Such has been the abuſe, for ſome time paſt, of 


Public characters, that every friend to virtue 2 good 


. _ 2 p — - 
— n 2 r * , * ** 
* . ' = . a * 


BS... 
Maxr reflections which were originally 
intended, and would be profitable i in the 


concluſion of this ſubject, ſhall be omitted. 


Let me intreat you, my brethren, 1 in brief, 
carefully to mark and abſtain from thoſe 5 


fins which have provoked the Divine an- 


ger. Without obedience to the laws of 
God, the fr hom which wed _ felt . 

are 
onde] is bound to bear his teſtimony againſt it. How 


few foeyer the authors of this abuſe may | be; the curren- . 


cy of it ſhows the depravity of our taſte and manners, 
and degrades us in the eyes of foreigners. Jo a fair 
diſcuſſion of meaſures, there can be no objection; but 
to ſubſtitute railing for argument, and to impute, with- 
out foundation, ſiniſter deſigns to the conſtituted au- 
thorities, is to turn our liberty into licentiouſneſs. The 
writer of this would not be ſurprized to find himſelf, 
charged with a change of ſentiment, and with being an 


enemy to liberty; though he dares to challenge any to 


the proof by all that he has ever ſaid or written. He 
took a decided part in the late revolution; he is a re- 
publican in principle; he is an unchangeable friend to 
the F rench nation; and he believes, at the ſame time, 
chat he is perfectly conſiſtent, as a man, as a citizen, 
and as a Chriſtian, in ſubmitting to the government of 
his country, and n the unjuſt abuſe which is 
caſt * it. | 
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are this forerunners of others, va more 


ſevere. I will hear, ſays the Pſalmiſt, | 
what. God the Lord will / ſpeak : for he will. 
ſpeak peace un to his People, and to bis e 3 


but et them pin turn * 70 * 


a to the labs ſolecieds the Hide it 
teaches, and the improvement to be made, 


T have ſo fully pointed out on the evenings 
of prayer, that little remains to be ſaid. 


Remember that death i is the unavoidable | 
lot of all men. It may be delayed, but it 
will ſurely come. Te, then, this worldas 
not abuſing it; make now your peace with 
God through Chriſt, that ſo you may be 
happy when all human ſCenes are e wa 


away forever. . 


As to our | el concerns, let us be 
thankful for our preſent proſperity ; ; let us 
Pray for, and by every mean in our power, 
promote 8 


| * 8 | 
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| promote. its continuance; Jet us zextend our 


deſires,” that the preſent | revolutions may 
terminate in univerſal peace, liberty and 


| happineſs. The Lord hath done great 
things for us, and we are encouraged 1 to put 


our truſt in him, He can with infinite 


eaſe diſperſe the clouds which ſeem to 


threaten, or cauſe them to break with bleſ-. 


ſings on our heads, Whatever may be the | 
courſe of things; whether the Sovereign of 


the univerſe ſhall afflict or proſper us, 0 


SAVE MY COUNTRY, Hen, N, SHALL BE, 
MY LAST! * 
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